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Election Regults

Election Commissioner Bernard Kellosgg repnrts tha fcllowinq results of
our recent eleotion of officers for 1930-81. _ '

¢

-President. ‘Mike Gllbert, Holnmen, Wisconsin
Secretary-ircasurert Don Cable, Orangevale, Cnlifornia
Eastern District ﬁireetor:'ﬂxen'Carpenter, Ossinipg, New York
Central Diitri;t Director: Jerry'Seqler, Speer, Illinois
Western District Director: lMary Alligon, Lakeside, California
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Président‘s ﬁgssgge

Thanks agd.n, and may God. keep you.

;" i would take this opportunity td thaqsdeach of you nho ewpreasad your  -

confidence i1 Don Cable and myself by voting us in for another term

- as sacretary-treasurer and president, raspectively, of our arowing

club. Congr:itulations to ¥, Carpentar, ¥r. Segler, and llrs. Allison,
newly voted directors ofthe Eastern, Central, and Western distriets.-

- Thanks are ‘n ordar to llr. Keeney. and Ir. c°ok who consented to run

for office, and eapecially to my good friend Bernaxd Kellogg, who
served as election commissioner, - . ..

. With the orerwhelming support we have received from yuu, the members

and backba:e of our club, we cen now prcceed with the business at
hand,. Our first priority is settling on the time and place of the ABA

qualifyinc meet for our standard. Let's hear from anyone of you who

has a prearance for a particular show te host our qualifying meet,

Hike Gilbert

“ om g;u” 1, it will be time to renew your mﬂbe“h*? in the Ameraucana
' n

{iub, Annual dues are $5. single, $7.50 for family membership,
Iai!h.and your dues directly to the address at the top of thie page.

Thank You!



Susan
ABC


Shank Color in imeraucana DBantams

By M. X, 3ilbert

" In the preceding issua of our bulletin we discussed the genetics of
the muff and beard trait in our breed of bantams. In this article we
will diascuss the nnore comple:: subject of obtaining praper lec and toe
color. You should he aware by now that our breed standard calls for
only blue/slate shanks in each variety. This was decided, you will
recall, by popvular vote.

To review a basic principle of cenetics, eachl »ffspring inherits a

cenetic factor or blueprint for a given characteristic froa gach Par-

ent. Exceptions to this general rule are sex-linked traits, which ve
- will touch upon later. /4 - '

e also established the principles/of cenetic doninance and recesaive-
ness in the previcus article. Since cenes are inherited frov both par~
ents, thay exlst in pairs for each given tralt. Thus a bird way carry
the genetic factors for both/ réd eyes and brown eyas (one froz each
parent), but if red is dominant, the bird will have red eyes., Thae
brown will not be evident, yet may he passed on to offspring and will
nanifest itself in progeny which are pure{homozygous) for browvn eyes,
i.e., those which have inherited brown eyes from both parents, the

Leg coloration derives from tun independent Ffactsrs. These are the
color of the outer layer of the ler skin (includine scales), which is
called the epidernis, and the color of the under layer, which is call-
ed the Qermis. These nay both be easily observed when dressing out a
bird ky cutting through the joint at the junction of thish and shank
and peeling back the outer layer of skin on the upper part of the shank.

Shank color is caused by'the praegence of various pizments or absence
of pigunent in both the dernis and epidernis. The following are some con-
won combinations:

Coloxr of Epidernis : Color of Darnls
Shank Color {outer laver) {
blue/slate none dark
white none none
. yellow yellow _ none
iglllow {(green) yelloy . - dark

black _ dark . dark

Since the gene for white 1s dominant it can mask the presence of the
genetic factor for yellow or dark pigment. llence, white-shanked birds
can be (but not necessarily must be), carriers of these colors and
produce a percentage of yellow, willow, and/or slate-legged offspring
when mated with the right breeder bird. :
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Shank Color {Con'td.)

Willow lers have the advantage of two recessive agenes, yellow in the
epidernis, dark in the dermis. That is why two such birds will always
breed true, not’pro&ucinq other ghank colors in their progeny.

Blue legs, which is what we are after; are made up of the recessive
dark under layer and a white {actually a clear or translucent epiderm-
is), outer layer. lence, all offspring of twc such birds will have the
dark inner layer of leg skin. But if thay are carriers of the reccss-
ive yellow in the epidernis, they can also produce offspring vhich will
have willow legs. Since yvellow epidermis must be pure to manifest it-
self, try never to breed from yellow or willow-shanked breeders. To do

so is asking for trouble. /

To test your good blue-gshanked breeders for the vellow epldernis fact-
or, sinply nate than with a yellow or willow-ghanked bird and observe

the results. If any od the progeny exhibit a'vellow ley epidermis, the
hreeder you have tested is a carrier. You Xnow this because if it were
pure for (dominant) clear, or white if you prefer, epidermis, the dom-
inant factor would mask the yellow in’ all offspring.

A word of caution is in order at this point. Leg color takes time to

develop 1in young birds, A bird which appears to have willow legs at

four weeks of age may ond up with blue legs at the time of sexual mat-
vhich i3 the optimun tine to classify this trait. Horeover, yel-

presence of yellow pigment include agqg production, dlet and health, As
the yellow fades, a yird which has willow legs may fade to blue. Since
this fading does not affect the genetic nakeup of the bird, be careful
when purchasing older birds.

Finally, we would mention that a certain gene exists in some strains

of birds which inhibits the development of pigment in the under layer
of shank skin. This dominant gene is sex-linked, which means that der-
nal pigment is prevented from daveloping in one sex of a generation of
birds, even though it carries the génetic factor for doing so. Since
this is a dominant factor, birds with a dark dermis are not carriers.
lieedless to say, this can throw a monkey-wrench into the whole business.,
Follow some sound advice: for best results breed only from blue-shanked
birds whenaver posaible. You will be happier and much more satisfied
with the resultas.

If a reader has a spocific problem or question in this area of Amerau~
cana” bantam genetlces, the writer will be happy to offer vhatever assist-
ance he can. :

L - - L * * L -
Clasgified

dmeraucana bantams in white, light brown, and limited amount in silver,
black, blue and brown-red. Availablility a matter of correspondence.
Jerry A. Segler, Box 14, Speer, Illinois 61479
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Lelcone Hew Hombers!
Bill liolland 421 W. 5th Ave., Jerome, Idaho 83338
Marie Rayher 19822 V. Grant Line Rd., Tracy, CA 95376

* * * * * R

Report of Firse ABA gualifying lioet

Cur first ABA Qualifying lloet was hosted by the Golden Gate Bantam Club
at Pleasanton, California on November 17-18, The Amersucana bantans
were judoed by Bill Iiolland and his report to Frank Gary appears balow,
It was a pleasure to meet personally with member Kon Maffatutter, of
Castro Valley, Ca and sign up our two new members.

Though the Ameraucana class was small, the Gelden Gate Bantam Club of-
ficials made certain that they were displayed proninantly and ws owe
them our thanks. Ve raceived many favorable comments, particularly for
the uniformity of the class and praise for our afforts /to standardize.
the Ameraucana bantam. A big thanks to Bill Holland. Hopefully, this
neet will be a springboard for our ABA (ualifying Nest in 1980.

HMr. Prank L. Gary

5 Barbara Drive A
crOSBWj.Ckﬂ. H.J. 08518 )

Dear lr. Garys -" (

It was my pleasure to judga the’Amaraucana-qnalifying maat at the roecent
Golden Gate Bantam Club show in Pleasanton, Calif. The birds were of
consistent color and typd./The £irst wheaten hen was picked Best of
Braed, She had sxcellent type, shoved well, and was reascnably close to
the proposed standard.’ The second wheaten hen was Reserve of Breed and
was nearly the equal of the first hen. The pullets did not have the type
of the hens, but ware fairly consistent on color. The first wheaten
cockerel was Opposite of Breed. The males combs were not as consistent-
ly good as the females, but were acceptable as pea combs as specified

by the Standard. Muffs and Beards werae consistent. One of the hens lay-
ed a pale blue egg just prior to the judging, There were three (3) ax-
hibitors and ten (10) birds, all wheaten in color. :

I strongly recommend that this breed be accepted into the Standard.

Sincerely,

(Signed) Bill Holland
ABA~APA Licensed Jddge
421 Y, 5th Ave,
Jerome, Idaho 83338
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inancial Report

Incomes {11/1/78 - 12/5/79}

Dues = = = = = « =« = = =~ $164,00
Donationg = = = « -~ =« § 5,00

$169.00
Expenses{11/1/78 -~ 12/5/79}
Hembership cards -« - = $24,33
Poultry Presa ad - - ~ $16.00,//
Refunds - == 5 7.00
Postage - - - $41.30
' ry $ 88,63
/ 4
: Ending Balance
A1 1275/79 § 80.37

Aag you can see from the financial report, we will end our first year

wall in the black. What this report doas not indicate however, is the
amount of material donated by members such as stamps, paper and other
materials donated for the Bulletin. Your secretary is alaso able to

arance, the savings to
the club is conaiderable, so I hope that you will bear with ma in this
respect until our/income justifies profassional printing. :

Aa we move into our second year as a ¢lub, the Board of Directors will
determine meet and awards policy. It is my intention to purchase awards
for distribution at forthecoming meets, so our present bank balance may
beqin to evaporate as this occurs. In a real sanse, you the charter
nenbers, have financed these awards, so it is my hope that you will be
with us next year to take part in our meets and compete for them. e,
the new Board of Directors will endeavor to spend club money wisely

and welcome your suggeations in this respect. _ :

duplicate bulletin naterials at no cost to the club, and while the R

* %* - » * ® * w

Breeders Directory

As you will recali, the Summer issue of the Bulletin contained a nem-
bership 1list of the Ameraucana Bantam Club, For 1980 I would like to
include as a service to the members of our c¢lub, a listing of both
the entire membership Qfg the varieties of Ameraucanas that are bred
by each person, This will provide an opportunity for dispersal of
breeding stock for those interested.

On the following page you will find a alip for yoﬁr conveniencaffor
the proposed Breaders Directory. Please imelude this with your dues
for 1980 and mark it as you so choose. Many thanks.

—
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